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Abstract

In the years to come, the extent and severity of dust storms in southwest regions of Iran has been caused by
the geographical location and specific climatic conditions. This phenomenon is one of the major
environmental hazards in these areas and Khuzestan Province as the main focus of dust every year has
incurred a lot of heavy costs. To this end, to deal with dust, But the major problem of this project is the lack
of public participation Therefore, this research was conducted with the aim of analyzing the barriers of
participation of local communities in natural resources projects to deal with dust in Khuzestan province. The
statistical population of the study consisted of experts in the field of natural resources and watershed
management and agriculture Jihad in Khuzestan province. Data analysis was done by Expert Choice
software. Analysis of data based on paired comparisons showed that the most important criterion for
examining the barriers to participation is based on the stages of participation in the decision-making phase
afterwards, the steps are implemented, shared, and evaluated. In addition to comparing options on the basis
of all criteria, the results showed that the most important challenges for local communities' participation in
natural resource designs to deal with dust include educational obstacles. Therefore, in order to achieve
sustainable participation, educational barriers should be removed, social-cultural barriers, economic barriers,
technical and technical barriers in the next ranks. In this regard, it is suggested that local communities'
abilities and activities to be tackled should be identified and that by properly educating rural communities
they will be able to utilize these abilities to tackle microorganisms. To minimize environmental problems.
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Introduction

Community participation in local land management is important to the long-term success of conservation at a regional
level. A prevailing notion is that community-based approaches to planning tend to be more effective because they
incorporate the relevant knowledge and experience of those affected by land-use decisions. In this way, participation
can help to mitigate potential and existing conflicts and empower the community to take a more active role in exploring
management issues and initiating possible responses.

Community empowerment is both desirable and critical to the success of collaborative management. According to
Renard (1991) it serves four main purposes: (1) it promotes democracy and equality with equal opportunity to share in
decisions, (2) it increases economic and technical efficiency because resource users have more clearly defined
responsibilities for their actions, (3) it is adaptive and responsive to variation in local social and environmental
conditions (locals are able to respond to changes more quickly than outsiders are), and (4) it increases stability and
commitment to management that central government cannot duplicate.

The function of community participation can be viewed from two broad perspectives--coercive or interactive. The
difference between these perspectives is the level of input from, or power given to, the community. In the coercive
approach, protected-area managers try to "sell" the idea of protection to the communities because they feel the protected
areas are doomed unless local communities "buy into" them. The interactive point of view is that sustainable
development and benefits to the protected area and surrounding communities are possible only to the extent that local
people are involved.

In the coercive perspective, community participation in land management is seen as an important enforcement (check
and balance) mechanism to control natural-resource depletion. For example, Brown et al. (1992) describe the
communities around a protected area as being in a "bargaining zone™ where locals, managers, development agencies,
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) bargain with each other to achieve their own objectives. However, since
the bargaining power of the community is generally less than that of the management agency, the education and training
offered to communities is often biased toward the perceptions and goals of the management agency rather than the
needs of the community. In the years to come, the extent and severity of dust storms in southwest regions of Iran has
been caused by the geographical location and specific climatic conditions. This phenomenon is one of the major
environmental hazards in these areas and Khuzestan Province as the main focus of dust every year has incurred a lot of
heavy costs. To this end, to deal with dust, But the major problem of this project is the lack of public participation
Therefore, this research was conducted with the aim of analyzing the barriers of participation of local communities in
natural resources projects to deal with dust in Khuzestan province.

Methodology
The statistical population of the study consisted of experts in the field of natural resources and watershed management
and agriculture Jihad in Khuzestan province. Data analysis was done by Expert Choice software.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of data based on paired comparisons showed that the most important criterion for examining the barriers to
participation is based on the stages of participation in the decision-making phase afterwards, the steps are implemented,
shared, and evaluated. In addition to comparing options on the basis of all criteria, the results showed that the most
important challenges for local communities' participation in natural resource designs to deal with dust include
educational obstacles. Therefore, in order to achieve sustainable participation, educational barriers should be removed,
social-cultural barriers, economic barriers, technical and technical barriers in the next ranks. In this regard, it is
suggested that local communities' abilities and activities to be tackled should be identified and that by properly
educating rural communities they will be able to utilize these abilities to tackle microorganisms. To minimize
environmental problems.

Conclusion

One of the practical solutions to achieve this goal and achieve a sustainable environment is the use of indigenous
knowledge and people's participation, which can be of great importance for improving the environment in general and
natural resources in particular. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the obstacles and challenges of public participation
in this field. In this regard, the present research was conducted to investigate the barriers of people's participation in
natural resources projects to deal with dust in Khuzestan province from the experts' point of view. After prioritizing by
experts using the hierarchical process method, the results showed that from the point of view of the experts, the
decision-making stage was preferred over other stages of participation, which means that the most important stage for
investigating the obstacles to the participation of local communities is the decision-making stage.
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