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Abstract

This research investigated the attitude of the people of Tehran's 22nd district towards the environmental impact
of Chitgar Lake on the residents of the district. The research method used was qualitative and case study type.
Based on the above research method, 23 residents around the lake were interviewed, and then the researchers
reached theoretical saturation. In the findings section, the environmental concerns of the region's people were
first mentioned, and their concerns were written down. The most important environmental concern of the
region's people was related to climate change and air pollution in Tehran. In the next part, a table consists of
open and core codes, and then the core category is mentioned. The core codes include environmental
conditions, environmental interests, weather conditions, environmental damage to residents, and
environmental attitudes to the future. Environmental conditions refer to the minimum environmental
conditions for living. In contrast, environmental interests bring aesthetic motives to some people and refer to
people with a maximum view of their living place. Weather conditions are the main reason for living around
Chitgar Lake and Park. In the continuation of the central codes, the environmental damages of the region were
mentioned. Finally, the researcher’s attitude towards the future and the concerns people have about the future
of the region and neighborhood attracted the researcher's attention.
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Introduction

Factors such as population growth, use of fossil fuels, dirty and residual waste from various industries, and
other human activities that are not favorable for the environment cause significant changes in the earth's
surface. The sudden warming of the earth due to greenhouse gases, the destruction of the ozone layer, the
poisoning of rivers and oceans, the pollution of fresh water, the melting of ice in both poles, the extinction of
various biological species, and the pollution of big cities, the resulting disasters It is one of industries and
developments (Shabbir, 2009 cited in Nazmi et al., 2017).

With the increasing growth of industrialization, there is always a widespread concern that its negative
consequences are spreading, and measures should be taken to reduce them. This problem has become more
common, especially for people living in big cities and metropolises, Because with the accumulation of people
in big cities, environmental pollution, and harmful behaviors can cause more damage. The world has focused
on environmental issues (Lee & Park, 2013:1). Reducing natural resources, environmental pollution, and
population growth have challenged human life (Kaiser et, 1999:2).

Today, the environmental dangers of the Tehran metropolis are not hidden from anyone. Regarding air
pollution, one side of all the discussions is the city of Tehran and its people. Tehran is one of the most polluted
cities in the world. One day out of three a year, one or more primary pollutants are polluted (Safavi & Alijani,
2006). Accordingly, it is natural that the residents of Tehran have environmental and ecological concerns. In
the meantime, in 2012, Tehran Municipality put Chitgar Lake (martyrs of the Persian Gulf) into operation, and
some people called it the breath of Tehran. In total, the relevant institutions, including the Tehran Municipality,
have considered goals for this project, which include increasing the ecological capacity of the region,
improving the air quality of District 22 and West Tehran, and developing recreation and entertainment space
in Tehran. He pointed out a suitable environment to strengthen the region's ecosystem, creating a different
space from other recreational projects due to the valuable water element and the construction and development
of a unique urban green space. As apparent in the stated objectives, many of them align with sustainable urban
development and environmental benefits. Now, the research question is: What is the perception of the people
living around the park regarding the environmental impact of Chitgar Lake?

Methodology

The researcher contacts people with appropriate and relatively sufficient information or experience in the
subject under investigation to collect information in this research. In this study, the researcher used the
interview technique, and the interview method in this research is an in-depth and semi-structured interview
With the aim of analyzing the opinions of the people of the region about the environmental impact of Chitgar
Lake. After the interviews, grounded theory was used as an analysis method. This means that the data were
coded using the contextual theory coding method. First, the interviews were read line by line, and open codes
were extracted. Then, the similar codes were grouped into one class. Then, the classes that were similar to each
other were merged, and the core codes were obtained. In this process, interviews were constantly referred to,
and analysis was done simultaneously with the interviews. Then, the core category was extracted. In this
research, the researcher conducted in-depth interviews with twenty-three people living in the region and finally
reached theoretical saturation. This means that in the subsequent interviews, no new concept was added to the
research findings, and therefore, the researchers stopped conducting the interviews in the twenty-third
interview. Code control was done in two ways. One was by the participants in the interviews in such a way
that the code was returned to the participants themselves, and the researchers asked for their opinion; the other
was by consulting with experts in the quality field. They matched the codes with the text of the interviews and
modified them if necessary.

Results and Discussion

In this research, 23 residents around Chitgar Lake were interviewed regarding their perception of the
environmental effects of the establishment of the lake. In this regard, women and men were interviewed
relatively equally; their average age was about 35. Most of them (about 60%) were employees, and the rest
had freelance jobs. The education of the interviewees ranged from diploma to bachelor. These people were
estimated in terms of the average social class level, and their income was mostly between 1.5 million and 3.5
million Tomans, but there are people whose income is more than this.
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Many people living around the lake had environmental sensitivities, and the researcher sought to discover these
sensitivities. The perception of these people about the effect of the lake can be taken into consideration, and
the strengths and weaknesses of such a project can be examined from the point of view of the environment.
The research data was done in partial coding and then primary codes, which were finally organized for the
activists' understanding of the environment of Tehran's 22nd district, which settled around Chitgar Lake.
Finally, the categories of environmental conditions, environmental interests, weather conditions,
environmental damage to residents, and environmental attitudes to the future were extracted.

Conclusion

The researchers found that many people living around the lake had environmental sensitivities and were
worried about Tehran's climate changes. Therefore, they moved from other areas of Tehran to this area to avoid
the environmental hazards of those areas. Regarding the environmental effects and conditions governing it in
the mentioned area, a table in the previous section shows the examples and effects of lake construction on
environmental components under the titles of partial, primary, and central codes.

One of the motivating reasons for living around Chitgar Park and Lake is the conditions created by the
establishment of this lake in the surrounding environment, and this is the first central code that the researcher
has mentioned under the title of environmental conditions. This category consisted of the silence of the area,
peace of mind, the solitude of the neighborhood, and the green space around the lake. A vast green space is
next to the park and Chitgar Lake, giving a beautiful view of the surrounding areas. The beautiful atmosphere
has led to peace and comfort, which has provided a pleasant environment for the residents. Environmental
conditions refer to having environmental minimums, but the central code of environmental interests refers to
some people's unique tendencies for specific environments (aesthetic-cognitive). They have a maximum view
of the environment. One of the beautiful and relaxing interests for the residents of the towers around Chitgar
Lake is the view from the top towards the lake. According to many residents, the greenery and lawns around
the lake, the forest, the migration of birds in certain seasons, and the presence of tourists in this area have given
this neighborhood and region a unique beauty. The third category of great interest to people and researchers is
the clean climate in the region. According to some,e people, this plan was s, supposed to be a breath of fresh
air for Tehran and has only benefited the clean air of District 22 and parts of western Tehran. This is because
the surrounding towers do not allow the air to circulate in the area and have a better effect on the atmosphere
of Tehran.

On the other hand, the pollutants in Tehran are also very high. However, it has cleaned and cooled the air in
the region. However, one of the problems is related to the dust generated by the construction workshops
around, which has been affecting the people of this area for several years. Air pollution on busy tourist days
and holidays and the lack of high-quality drinking water in Tehran are some of the problems that have reduced
the region's clean climate and led to problems for the people. However, they are generally satisfied with the
climate of the region. The following key code is related to environmental damage, which was examined in the
previous category of weather-related damage. Among the environmental damages for the residents, we can
mention the smoke caused by cars, traffic, noise pollution, the smell of the lake, sewage, and the lack of
construction of an urban model, stopping agriculture in the surrounding lands, and dumping garbage in the
park and streets. Around it, smoke from cigarettes and sometimes insects around the lake pointed out. Another
key code is people's environmental attitude towards the future. Overcrowding, construction of new towers,
environmental pollution, etc., are the consequences of regional expansion and people's concerns. Many
residential towers are being built in the area, and many commercial projects are progressing. Therefore, to
continue this path, various infrastructures must be observed so that the living environment of the current
residents does not face problems. Although most of the interviewees consider the development around the lake
to be of economic benefit to the region, they are worried about the future in terms of the environment. They
consider the excessive development of the region to conflict with peace and psychological security and believe
that congestion, traffic, and polluted air can be one of their consequences.

Examining the results of this research and the obtained codes shows similarities with the findings of previous
research: Axial codes of noise pollution, scattered smoke, traffic and crowding, and high population, according
to the results of research by Amuquandoh (2010), Stylidis (2014), Gharakhlou et al. (2009), Shobeiri et al.
(2013) and Rahmani firouzjah et al. (2015). was; The distinguishing feature of this research from other
researches was the emphasis on the positive environmental effects of tourism projects.
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Every urban project has many disadvantages and advantages and social, cultural, political, and economic
dimensions. Part of a project's environmental consequences are rooted in the social dimension and the
environmental culture of the citizens. Experts should take into account the facilities and the level of culture of
a region's citizens and establish various projects in the urban domain. In fact, it is a kind of future. Look at
different dimensions so that the project's advantages have more weight than its disadvantages.
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