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Abstract

In recent years, several factors have caused the unsustainability of the protected areas in the country, among
which we can mention things such as the interference of various institutions in the management of these areas,
excessive tourism, unprincipled grazing, destruction of habitats, etc. Oshtoran-kuh Protected Area is among
the mentioned areas that due to the lack of sufficient supervision, low efficiency of local projects, lack of
detailed planning for the protection of natural areas, economic and livelihood problems of local communities,
exploitation of mines, The weak participation of local communities and the like is facing unsustainability in
various dimensions. In the current research, an attempt has been made to realization the sustainable
development of Oshtoran- kuh protected area by using the good governance approach. The research method is
based on the causal method. Documentary and survey methods have been used in data collection. For this
purpose, a questionnaire was used to collect the data required for the research. The reliability of the data
obtained from the questionnaire was done by calculating Cronbach's alpha. data analysis was done based on
quantitative methods (Descriptive and inferential statistical tests). For this purpose, the average, standard
deviation, and coefficient of variation of each of the research variables have been investigated for the
comparative investigation of the research dimensions. The Kolmogorove-Smirnov test was used to check the
normality of the data, and the Somers’d test was used to check the correlation of the data. The territory of the
research is Oshtoran-kuh protected area, which is located in Lorestan province. The findings show that the
status of governance in the studied area is weak and the degree of sustainability is in the medium level based
on the Likert scale. The product of sustainability shows the appropriate state of the socio-cultural dimension
and the average state of other dimensions. The findings of the research indicate the existence of a relatively
direct relationship between the good governance approach and sustainable development in the studied area.
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Introduction

Currently, one of the most important issues that the world is facing is the issue of the environment and how to
protect it against widespread threats from human societies (Mododi Arkhodi et al., 2021). Protected areas are
considered as the main tool in global efforts to protect natural resources (Jafari et al., 2023). The purpose of
registering these areas as protected areas is to provide conditions for the protection, restoration or improvement
of habitats and species due to scientific, economic, educational and recreational values (Khodaverdizadeh et
al., 2014). In the current management model, the government, as the trustee of the management and
preservation of protected areas, has only paid attention to the creation of these areas and has not provided a
systematic model for the exploitation of these areas (Soltanizoghi et al., 2019). It has caused the destruction of
habitats by local residents for livelihood (Majnonian, 1993),illegal hunting, deforestation (Hosseini, 2021) and
land use change (Sobhani & Danehkar, 2023) due to the lack of strict laws (Momeni & Imeni Gheshlagh,
2019). Oshtoran-kuh region is one of the protected areas of Iran that has been exploited by different
communities and has been exposed to instability and destruction due to the emergence of some social and
environmental problems (Mafigholami & Mahmoodi, 2015). Currently, among the international forums, using
the good governance approach is the only way out of the instability in the protected areas (Payste et al., 2022).
The reason for this is participatory, consensus-oriented (Swapan, 2016), accountability, transparency
(Guggisberg et al., 2021), accountability (Lockwood, 2010), efficiency and effectiveness, justice-oriented
(Unterhitzenberger & Moeller, 2021) and law-oriented in the approach of good governance (Haririan Tavakoli
etal., 2022).

Methodology / Study Area

The research method is quantitative and it is a causal method. Data collection was based on documentary-
survey methods. A questionnaire was used to collect data.To analyze the obtained data, a variety of descriptive
statistical tests such as mean, variance, and standard deviation have been used. In order to analyze the level of
stability in Oshtoran-kuh protected area, the average of the samples has been investigated. Also, to investigate
the relationship between good governance and sustainable development in the studied area, Somers'd
correlation coefficient was used. The statistical population studied in the research were the local communities
living in Oshtoran-kuh protected area located in Lorestan province.The reliability of the data obtained from
the questionnaire was done by calculating Cronbach's alpha. To check the validity of the research, face validity
has been used. The sample volume calculated using Cochran's formula is equal to 360. The zoning of the items
is based on the Likert scale; So that number one is very weak, number two is weak, three is average, four is
good and five is very good.

Results

The amount of each of the variables of good governance in Oshtoran-kuh protected area has been calculated.
Based on this, it can be said that the variables of participation, rule of law, collective agreement and
effectiveness have been calculated on a medium Likert scale. Also, the variables of accountability,
responsibility, justice, transparency and intelligence have been calculated on a weak Likert scale. Based on
this, it can be considered that the highest amount is related to the variable of rule of law, then the variable of
collective agreement and the variable of participation. The lowest amount is related to the variable of
intelligence. In the dimension of sustainable development, the mean, standard deviation, and coefficient of
variation of each of its variables have been calculated separately. According to the obtained information, it can
be mentioned that the highest amount in the dimension of sustainable development is related to the socio-
cultural variable. This variable is calculated according to the Likert scale. After that, environmental-physical
and economic-institutional variables are the second and third respectively. Both environmental-physical and
economic-institutional variables have been calculated on a moderate Likert scale. Somers'd was conducted to
determine the relationship between good governance and sustainable development among 360 participants.
There was a strong and positive correlation between good governance and sustainable development, which
was statistically significant (p<0.01, d=0.437). This situation shows that achieving sustainable development in
the mentioned region is influenced by good governance.
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The location of Oshtoran-kuh protected area in Lorestan province

Discussion

The results show that the level of good governance in Oshtoran-kuh protected area is weak. This is due to the
existence of the traditional management system and the lack of supervisory concepts, which has been shown
in several studies, including Poorahmad et al (2018), Hadibegloo et al (2017), Malekhoseini (2016), Hekmatnia
et al (2016) and Ladoni et al (2023). The second reason that can be mentioned for the weak level of good
governance in the studied region is the low and lack of belief in the participatory system in the management
of the region. Among the obstacles of this, we can mention the lack of promotion of participation in the
management system, the lack of participation in the region, the existence of a centralized system in the regional
management structure, and the lack of promotion of social capital and trust building among the local people.
Among the reasons for the weak participation in these areas, we can mention the low level of education and
the lack of awareness and understanding of the local communities, especially women, regarding the benefits
of the protected area and the consequences of the destruction of its resources. In this regard, it can be mentioned
that the results are in line with the results obtained in Darmiani et al.'s research in 2014. In his research,
Najafikashkouli (2021) considers women to be the main factor in the transmission of environmental culture
and literacy to future generations and mentions that if environmental culture is internalized in mothers, they
can well understand these concepts. pass on to their children.

Conclusion

With the intensification of habitat destruction, indiscriminate harvesting of natural resources, reduction of
biodiversity, increasing effects of climate change and improper management of natural resources, attention
should be paid to new and efficient management methods to achieve sustainable development in protected
areas. has gained double importance. According to what has been said, it is suggested that, first of all, policy
makers and decision makers of related organizations should use scientific approaches, such as the good
governance approach, in the development of protected areas, including the Oshtoran-kuh area. to achieve
sustainable development. Because this approach, by using variables such as participation, rule of law,
accountability, collective agreement, effectiveness, transparency, responsibility, justice and smartness, not
only prevents indiscriminate tourism, unprincipled grazing and destruction. ecosystem, but it will improve the
quality of administration of this region and increase sustainability in different dimensions. Currently, various
organizations are engaged in different activities in this area (Cultural Heritage Organization, Municipalities,
Governor's Office, Tourism Organization, Ministry of Roads and Urban Development, etc.). It is necessary to
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design an integrated management system with the presence of various stakeholders along with the
environmental organization in order to prevent widespread instability and upset the ecological balance of the
region.
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